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Sirovy, the hero of Zborov, was an accomplished
soldier who enjoyed the favour of Masaryk and who was
popular with the people for his legendary activities with
the Czech legion during the War in Russia. With his
black eye-patch he resembled the hero Jan Zizka, leader
of the Hussites in the i4th Century. But politically he
was foolish and incapable and it was during his Govern-
ment that disintegration set in. He displayed an unpardon-
able spirit of concession in the Slovakian and Carpatho-
Russian question. This Zizka of 1938, on whom the
hopes of the whole army hung, was, according to one
statement, against fighting because in September, Czecho-
slovakia would have had to do so single-handed, but the
army itself was ready to fight for the retention of the
Sudeten German territories. His successor, Beran, merely
completed the work of disintegration even if, as must
be admitted, he was a better politician* Jan Malypeter,
who had held the Premiership several times before,
held office in between Sirovy and Beran, and he too was
a by no means suitable man.

The failure to resist the Germans had dire results.
By the Vienna award of November 2nd, 1938, von
Ribbentrop and Count Ciano assigned to Hungary an
area of 10,400 square kilometres containing a population
of 1,100,000, consisting of Slovaks, Hungarians, Jews,
and Carpatho-Russians. The frontier revisions in
Bohemia and Moravia produced confusion, paralysing
the resisting power of die Czechs and destroying their
whole economic system. Horrible weeks of despair ,
followed. In the nerve strain produced by the defeat,